
ur cover this month pays tribute to a group of Wyoming survey-
ors who organized an expedition to Surveyor’s Notch in the Wind 
River Mountain Range, following the footsteps of the Hayden 
expedition’s surveyor/topographer/cartographer A.D. Wilson and 
crew (pp. 10 & 12). On those days when you’re feeling stressed 
and thinking that your boss has given you just a bit too much 

to do, consider the assignment given to Clarence King, who at age 25 was made 
geologist-in-charge of the exploration of the 40th parallel, in which cartographer 
A.D. Wilson took part. King was ordered “to examine and describe the geological 
structure, geographical condition and natural resources of a belt of country extending 
from the 120th meridian eastward to the 105th meridian, along the 40th parallel of 
latitude with sufficient expansion north and south to include the lines of ‘Central’ and 
‘Union Pacific’ railroads . . . “ [excerpt from the David Rumsey online collection 
highlighting Clarence King’s report, as well as the map “Rocky Mountains, Map 1 
(Topographical), by A.D. Wilson, 1876]. 

Unlicensed Practice
Our own writer Jerry Penry also wrote about the 40th parallel where it intersects 
the Continental Divide in our July/August 2007 issue, and has written a variety 
of articles on fascinating survey history that can be accessed in the Archives or 
History sections on our website. Penry and his Nebraska colleagues have conduct-
ed so many survey expeditions that he created his own website detailing the efforts 
of his group in recovering, preserving and documenting the marks and monuments 
they have found (go to www.penryfamily.com/surveying/main.html). But, whoa 
Nellie, Jerry doesn’t just limit himself to penning articles about history. This issue 
includes an article about unlicensed practice. I receive the Board newsletters for 
the five states in which I’m licensed, and while my sense is that Board involvement 
generally involves unlicensed engineering, not unlicensed surveying, surveyors 
most often seem to run afoul of minimum standards. Still, it is up to us to register 
complaints with the Board to go after the unlicensed practice of surveying.

Astronomic Obs
Stepping back a bit in time, another article in this issue details the history of Elgin, 
Knowles & Senne, a Missouri company who developed software to enable us to 
easily make sun and star shots before GPS came along. Those of you who have 
done this, working the formulas prior to computers, know how time-consuming 
it was. On one of my recent road trips I interviewed Dick Elgin, and we’ll publish 
that article later on in the year. Dick has really been a positive force in the industry 
as a teacher and mentor.

Speaking of teachers and mentors, as Father’s Day approaches, many of us will 
reflect on the influences and impact our fathers and others had on our lives. In 
turn, each of us will leave behind a personal and professional legacy of teaching 
and/or mentoring of our own. May our footsteps provide clear and respectable 
paths for others to follow.

Editorial
>> Marc Cheves, LS www.amerisurv.com

Volume 6, No. 5 June 2009
© Cheves Media LLC

Publisher Allen E. Cheves
allen.cheves@chevesmedia.com

Editor Marc S. Cheves, LS
marc.cheves@chevesmedia.com

Associate Editor Joel Leininger, LS
Assistant Editor Jacalyn Cheves

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER Jason Metsa

Contributing Writers

The staff and contributing writers may be reached 
via the online Message Center at amerisurv.com

Graphic Design LTD Creative, LLC
Webmaster Joel Cheves

Account executive Richard Bremer
Circulation Mirta Ryker

The American Surveyor (ISSN 1548-2669) is published 
monthly by Cheves Media LLC. Editorial mailing address: 905 
W. 7th St., #331, Frederick, MD 21701. Tel: (301) 620-0784.

The American Surveyor is a publication of Cheves Media LLC, 
905 W. 7th St., #331, Frederick, MD. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced in any form without the express written 
permission of the publisher. Opinions and statements made by 
the writers and contributors do not necessarily express the 
views of Cheves Media LLC. 

Subscriptions prices in the U.S.: Free for qualified professionals. 
Canada: 1 year $56.00 US; international subscriptions $72.00 
per year (Airmail), U.S. funds prepaid. Back issues (subject to 
sufficient stock) are available for $4.95 + S/H.

New subscription inquiries and all other address changes 
should be sent to The American Surveyor, P.O. Box 4162, 
Frederick, MD 21705-4162. Fax: 301-695-1538. Subscribe 
online @ www.amerisurv.com

Made in the United States of America

Dale Beeks
Joseph Bell, LS

Joe Betit, LS
Shawn Billings, LS

J. Anthony Cavell, LS
C. Barton Crattie, LS

James J. Demma, Esq., LS
Dr. Richard L. Elgin, LS, PE

Fred Henstridge, LS
Chuck Karayan, LS

Gary Kent, LS
Wendy Lathrop, LS
Thomas Liuzzo, LS

Jeff Lock
Dan Martin

John Matonich, LS
Jerry Penry, LS
Al Pepling, LS

Walt Robillard, Esq., LS
Fred Roeder, LS

Gavin Schrock, LS
Angus W. Stocking, LS

Patrick Toscano, LS
John Wilusz, LS, PE
Robert Young, LS

Rj Zimmer, LS

Proud Member of:

Following the Footsteps, 
Old and New

Displayed with permission • The American Surveyor • June • Copyright 2009 Cheves Media • www.Amerisurv.com

http://www.amerisurv.com

